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is at war transforms most of our 

lives into something of a tragedy, 
no matter whether we support the war 
or not. 

The majority of the nation do sup- 
port it, largely because they see no 
other way of escape from what they 
believe to be a supreme menace. But a 
minority of pacifists, as well as others, 
believe that the war could and ought to 
have been avoided, and that it 1s carry- 
ing us to a social and world condition 
which will be infinitely worse than that 
we left behind in September, 1939, and 
may include totalitarianism. 

During war, and especially ‘‘ total ”’ 
war, a limitation of liberty is inevitable. 
Nevertheless, there are some issues 
upon which we ought never to forgo 
our democratic right to express an 
honest opinion. Of such issues I will 
mention two: the time to try to obtain 
peace, and the terms of peace. 

War plays strange tricks with the 
human mind: it stirs wp powerful pas- 
sions which tend to obscure and often 
to black out certain classes of facts 
which it is most important to re- 
member. Hence it may be that those 
whose minds are fixed upon the task of 
winning a war may not be the best 
persons to decide when and under what 
conditions it ought to be ended. 


li HE solemn fact that our country 


Value of Democracy 


That is where the value of democracy 
comes in, and where ‘‘ Hitlerism ”’ 
would clearly fail. 

T should, therefore, like to express 
my views upon that particular issue, as 
it is a matter to which I have given 
much thought, while its importance is 
generally recognised. 

This war is confronting humanity 
with some vast and quite new problems 
which, moreover, are so fundamental 
and urgent as to demand immediate 
attention. 

Whoever possesses the final word as 
to when and how the war shall end, 
carries a responsibility so grave and 
momentous as to call for the concern 
of all who have any regard for the 


What of 


HumanBeings? 


“In the first week our losses by U-boat sink- 
ings amounted to 65,000 tons; in the second 
week they were 46.000 tons; and in the third 
wock they were 21,000 tons. (Cheéers.) “In the 
last six days we have lost only 9,000 tons, 
though one must not dwell on these reassuring 
figures too much, for war is full of unpleasant 
surprises; but certainly I am entitled to say that 
so far as they go these figures do not need to 
cause any undue despondency or alarm.” 

—Mr, Winston Churchill in the House of 
Commons, September 26. 1939 [our italics]. 

“We have to be prepared for a heavy wastage 
of machines [on bombing raids over Norway— 
our italics} in the course of the supreme effort 
required to build up an overwhelming Air Force 
aa rapidly as possible.” 

—Daily Telegraph editorial, May 2, 1940. 

“It is true that Hitler has had severe casual- 
tics and has lost a third of his fleet, But it ts 
a cheap price. to pay for Scandinavia and for the 
final closing of the Baltic." 

—News-Chronicle editorial, May 6, 1940 [our 
italies). 

“Risks must be measured against probable 
gains. The prize in this case was not Trond- 
heim; it was Norway’s freedom and our own 
leadership of Europe. hat stake was worth a 
battleship.” 

—H.WN_ Brailsford, in Reynolds News, May 5 
<four italios}. 
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Is 'There No Alternative to That 


FIGHT TO A FINISH? 


future and who cherish the rights of 
democracy. 

Our country is being called upon by 
the Government to carry the war to a 
successful conclusion. But what is a 
successful conclusion? Many leading 
politicians and most newspapers inter- 
pret this aim as a victory of arms, or a 
fight to a finish. 


the minds of the millions of men whom 
we are sending into battle or such 
devilish instruments and methods of 
warfare as are now in use. Men who 
are condemned to live in such an in- 
ferno as is modern war at its worst will 
never be the same again. “ 

2. In Hope.—The psychological effect 
of the above and other results of a 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


It sounds very heroic, but have those 
who put it forward thought out what 
it involves? Has the country as a whole 
thought it out? 


Cost of the War 
We are on common ground m the 


desire to end ‘‘ Hitlerism,’’ but when- 


enormous sacrifices are being made by 
the greater part of the world, it is of 
the greatest importance to avoid doing 
anything which might bring Hitlerism 
by another route. What would the 
proposed policy cost in life, in hope for 
the future, and in liberty? Let us con- 
sider. 

I. In Lifee—The recent conflict in 
Holland has given us valuable facts to 
work on. In less than one week's fight- 
ing some 130,000 Dutch soldiers lost 
their lives, and probably an even larger 
number of civilians, although the exact 
figure is not yet known. Multiply those 
figures by the number of weeks’ fight- 
ing which a fight to a finish is likely 
to involve, and who dare contemplate 
the result, or the future which ther 
promise? Also think of the effect upon 


military victory will be to put in doubt 
the survival of Western civilisation. 
The last war so weakened the people’s 
faith in civilisation and in governments 
as to bring in question, through: a de- 
clining population, the power of Britain 
and France—and also Germany—to 
survive. A prolonged, hellish war after 
but 22 years of nerve-racking peace, 
will decide that issue finally. Civilisa- 
tion can only survive so long as it is 
able to maintain its spiritual and social 
values, whereas the collapse of the 
economic system through the simul- 
taneous growth of riches and poverty, 
the decay of Christianity and the 
weakening and retreat of democracy, 
ending in  world-shattering, metal- 
massacring wars, must weaken and 
destroy such spiritual values as_ still 
remain. 


Post-War Chaos 

3. In Liberty.—Those who imagine 
that individual liberty will be assured 
once Hitler is overthrown are in fora 
rude awakening. The financial and 
economic consequences of a fight to a 


The Economics Behind W ar 


By R. JAY 


(Research Officer, Schcol of History and Econvmics, 
University of Queensland) 


‘yNIE of the most potent causes of war 

is the fear that the sources of wealth 
available to a nation may not be 
sufficient for its needs. 


The resources of trading nations do not le 
only in the territories they inhabit. They draw 
a large part of their needs from other countries. 
These imports have to be paid for by exports 
of surplus home production, and consequently 
any loss of markets impairs the ability of a 
nation to obtain the imports it needs. 

The loss is, in fact, a double one, for the 
army of specialised workmen and the machinery 
or soil of an export industry are only a liability 


if.exnorta are.cut down. 


Effect of Tariffs 


Economic earthquakes can be caused, in times 
of peace, by sudden changes in the amouut or 
direction of foreign investment, and by the 
imposition of tariffs, etc., against imports. 

Huge changes have taken place in the last 
ten years. ‘A great volume of investment from 
the United States and Britain suddenly ceased 
in 1929, through fear that the loans were not 
secure. This reduced the borrowers’ capacity 


(especially Germany's) to buy American and 
English exports. 

The investors then sought an outlet in import- 
replacement industries, and the American 
Hawiey-Smoot Tariff Act in 1930 reduced im- 


ports, especially from Japan, very severely. 
Reduced Capacity to Buy 


England rdised tariffs against imports in 1931. 
With their own exports reduced severely by these 
tariffs, the capacity of other nations to buy 
American and English exports was again 
reduced, 

A grim struggle for markets followed. The 
United States and France were unable to recover 
the ground lost; England sought preferential 
markets within the Emnire under the Ottawa 
Agreoments ; Japan found in China, and Italy in 
‘Abyssinia, markets equivalent to what they had 
lost elsewhere; Germany bnilt up barter markets 
in Latin America and South-Eastern Europe, and 
dreamed again of Mittel Europa. 

The intense economic insecurity and the de- 
pression promoted by these changes is, in my 
opinion, tha prime cause of the political in- 
security and war which followed. 

The following table gives figures for these 
statementa :— 


Exports of Leading Nations to their Cbief Markets, 1929 and 1937. in £ millions, at 1929 Prices. 


U.S.A. U.K Germany. France. Japan. Italy. 

1929 1937 1929 1937 1929 1937 1929 1937 1999 1938 1929 1937 
Total) Exportsieamere one 1060 840 730 655 660 607 404 243 240 301 165 140 
Industrial Hurope aud U.S.A. 364 268 171 145 368 238 138 120 ¥*85 ¥*232 95 62 
Scandinavia ow... 30 29 31 O57 67 73 6 8 — —- —_ — 
South-East Europe ............ 13° 12 - =— 32 LS, _-_ — _— = Zee lt 
British Dominions ... 245 179 179 187 17a 17 a 8 9 ==, 
Dating American eee 196 161 80 («65 51 70 yas | 3 7 20 610 
Colonies) area: <2. ote eee ye hl 66 «8 -_- — 738 «66 _ 4 3B 
Chita. femnetent  ome rte 3 12 14 8 § 18 —_- — 84 187 _- — 
Lclicceeee.. coi. cc cater ibe 11 10 78 49 11 15 - — 186 67 —- ~— 


Source.—Statistics of World Trade (League of Nations), 


The total of world trade had re- 


covered to the level of 1923 by 1937, if price changes are allowed for, but fell again in 1938. 


Note that the figures for Japan are for 1938. 
(*) The United States only. 


finish will be so disastrous as to make 
revolution or dictatorship, or both, in- 
evitable. There is at present taking 
place an unprecedented revolution in 
world economy, which will produce 
post-war chaos of such magnitude that 
only a miracle will be likely to prevent 
a period of European if not world 
totalitarianism. On the other hand, 
colossal debt will destroy international 
credit and a considerable measure, of 
international trade. Mr. Arthur Green- 
wood, now a member of the War 
Cabinet, a few weeks ago predicted 
new ‘‘ Hungry Forties,’’ worse than 
those of last century, and an army of 
7,000,000 unemployed after the war un- 
less the problems of passing from war 
to peace are solved in advance. But 
who believes they will or can be sotved 
in advance? 

If the above are some of the prob- 
able consequences of a war to a finish, 
what is the alternative? Is there an 
alternative? The least that can be said 
is that if there is the least possibility of 
an alternative, it ought to be carefully 
considered, 


(To be continued next week.) 
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About 
This 
Issue 


We have been able to fulfil our promise 
to give you a larger paper this week. But 
only just! 

After a good deai of delay and uncertainty 
we got the paper and found a printer. The 
paper was set up in type, but when all was 
ready to print, the Government published 
new regulations under the Emergency 
Powers (Defence) Act. These appear to 
dispense with the original procedure of 
warniig newspapers which the Home Sec- 
retary believes to be “fomenting opposition 
to the prosecution to a sucessful issue” of 
the war. Instead, we now appear to be li- 
able to prosecution without warning — if 
the Home Secretary takes the view that 
we are publishing such matter. 

Consequently our new printer felt that he 
could not print the paper. But we have 
found another printer who is willing to 
print this issue, though naturally the in- 
quiries involved: have taken time and thus 
delayed publication. There is, moreover a 
further obstacle to be overcome. 

The National Association of Whole- 
sale Newsagents informed us yesterday 
(Thursday) that ‘“‘ the members of this 
Association have decided not to partici- 
pate in the distribution of Peace News 
after the issue dated May 31st” This 
means that practically no newsagent will 
deliver Peace News. 

(Continued on Lack page.) 
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PEACE NEWS 


May 31, 1940 


A Paeifist Commentary .... Edited by “Observer” 


Hs latest. defence regulation had scarcely 

been made—and apparently not published, 
at any rate in the Press—when action was taken 
under it against a number of Fascists and people 
suspected of being near-lascists. Made on the 
night of May 22, the regulation was acted upon 
on the following morning. 

Not only the wording of the new regulation. 
but also the Home Secretary’s statement in con- 
nectien with the arrests of Fasciste, is of cwn- 
siderable interest and significance, particularly 
to those who hold minority opinions about the 
war. By an amendment of Regulation 18B of 
the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, a new 
paragraph, 18B (1A) reads :— 

“* (LA) If the Secretary of Btate has reasonable 
cause to believe any person to have been or to 
be a member of, or to have been or to be active 
in the furtherance of the objects of, any such 
organisation as is hereinafter mentioned, and 
that it is necessary to exercise control over 
him, he may make an order against that person 
directing that he be detained. 

“The organisations hereinbefore referred to 
aré any organisation as respects which the Secre- 
tary of State is satisfied that either— 

(a) the organisation is subject to foreign in- 
fluence or control, or 
(6) the persons in control of the organisa. 
tion have or have had association with persons 
concerned in the Government of, or sympathies 
with the system of government of, any Power 
with which his Majesty is at war. 
and in either case that there is danger of the 
utilisation of the organisation for purposes pre- 
judicial to the public safety, the defence of the 
realm, the maintenance of public order, the 
efficient prosecution of any war in which his 
Majesty may be engaged, or the maintenance 
of supplies or services essential to the life of 
the community.” 


New Defence Regulations—A Question of 


Interpretation :: No Rights for Objectors Now? 


Captain A. IL Ramsay, M.P., was detained 
under the unamended regulation, which provided 
for the detention of people believed ‘‘ to be of 
hostile origin or associations or to have been 
recently concerned in acts prejudicial to the 
public safety ; or in the preparation or 
instigation of such acts.” 

Although Sir Oswald Mosley and the other 
Fascists were arrested under the new regula- 
tion, which is somewhat wider and vaguer, Sir 
John Anderson was at pains to point out, in the 
House of Commons, that the arrests had been 
made ‘‘ not on account of any opinions held or 
expressed by the British Union of Fascists, nor 
on account of their propagandist activities, but 
because of the danger that the organisation 
might be used in the execution of acts prejudicial 
to the security of the State.”’ 


Where Credit is Due 


N°? proper interpretation could bring pacifists 
AN or at any rate the Peace Pledge Union— 
under the terms of that amended regulation 
{although one of the people arrested under it— 
Ben Greene—happens to have joined the P.P.U. 
among other organisations, including the Society 
of Friends} 

We should also, I believe, be thankful and 
give credit for the Home Secretary’s statement. 
and also for his similar statement in connection 
with the earlier amendments to the regulations 
concerning material published. 

But that does not need to blind us to the fact 
that every extension of such powers is dangerous, 


BOOKS 


For three weeks we have been unable, through 
pressure on space, to notice new books of interest 


to pacifists. 


Uncertainties of paper supply and 


printing will inevitably cause this to happen 


frequently, we fear. 


We hope that readers will 


understand our inability to do more than refer 


briefly to the more 
dealing with} the 


important publications 
many problems of Peace. 


Peregrinations of a Pacifist 


Journey Through the War Mind. C. E. M. 


Joad. Faber and Faber. 8s. 6d. 


R. JOAD'S itinerary starts on a remote 
Scottish moor, where he finds himself 
stranded on the ontbreak of war. Returned 
again to London, he proceeds to the Ministry 
of Information, where hia offer of national service 
is spurned, by an official, after, ‘‘a lengthy 
disquisition, on the twin themes of my incompe- 
tence as a civil servant and the unfortunate 
publicity accorded to the case of an escapading 
daughter.’ Thus baulked, he sets himself to 
“talking to friends and acquaintances to find 
what in their view were the reasons which made 
the war inevitable; the gocds to be gained by 
it, and the ends which justified it ’’—to write 
another book, in short. Here it is. 

He interviews a Good Patriot, a War-Winner, 
a Hatress of Huns, a Reasonable Pacifist, a 
Pacifist Mystic, and a Communist." In_ that 
order, he finds a praiseworthy but simple, B and 
O predominantly wicked, D sensible and intelli- 


gent, E enormously impressive (‘‘1 was quite 
prepared to believe that he was right . . . 
Meanwhile, however, his remedy was altogether 
too drastic for fallible human beings to adopt ’’), 
and F sincere and honest, but too simple. 
Clearly, a bad day. - 

Dr. Joad concludes his peregrination by stating 
the case for Federal Union, which is for him ‘‘ a 
cause for which to work and a light by which 
to live.’” The modern State is for him, you see, 
the real villain of the contemporary pieces, How 
he proposes to get States to surrender those par- 
ticular functions that a super-State would, and 
should, exercise, in a shorter time than it would 
take to make Britain or Europe pacifist, he does 
not say. No doubt he will develop this theme in 
another book 

Despite this inconclusiveness, and the fact that 
the author has now joined those who are calling 


for ‘‘ Victory Over Germany Firat!’’ this is- 


quite an instructive effort, by one of the most 
agile minds and amusing pens of our time. 


The Debate Continues 


Federal Union. A Symposium edited by M. 
Chaning-Pearce. Cape. 10s, 6d. 

Federal TIitusion? D. N, Pritt. Muller, Cloth, 
3s. 6d. 

A Federation for Western Hurope. W. Ivor 
Jennings. Cambridge University Press. 
3s, 6d. 


MPPHE modern federalist’s library grows almost 
weekly. One feels that already he must 
have all the theory and practical applications of 
it he can possibly require—at least until Europe 
settles down again and he can survey the post- 
war scene. 

Mr. Chaning-Pearce’s symposium, at any rate, 
should be for a time the very last word on this 
widely debated panacea for our international 
illz, To the description of the meaning and 
history, the theory and practice, and the pros- 
pects of federalism he has harnessed an im- 
pressive team of twenty-two authorities, inclnd- 
ing Prof. Ivor Jennings, Dr. William Brown, 
J. B. Priestley, Sir John Orr, Olaf Stapledon, 
W. B. Qarry, Prof. Lionel Robbins, W. Horsfall 


ARE YOU 
FAIR-MINDED? 


If you want to hear all sides of political 
questions, read the impartial dicest :— 


FAIR HEARING 


This contains concise review of wo-ld press 
as well as special articles. Free specmen copy 
from R. Bathgate, Rookcombe, nr. Wells, Som. 


Carter, Storm Jameson and Wickham Steed. 
Assurance of the editor’s earnest for truth is 
the inclusion of a searching criticism by Middle 
ton Murry, ‘‘ Pre-Conditions of Federal Union.” 


This collection is a fine contribution to that 
‘* preat debate’? which H. G. Wells assures us 
must go on concurrently with the war if we are 
not, as the price of victory, to lose the peace. 


Mr. Pritt is steadily staking out a claim as 
one of our most outspoken and topical pamphle- 
teers. He calla his latest effort ‘‘ An Examina- 
tion of Federal Union,’’? but it is rather the 
closing speech of eminent counsel for the prose- 
cution. He feels that ‘‘ the conclusion is) in- 
escapable that Federal Union in any guise can- 
not be established as a reality within the limita 
of the existing economic structure either now 
or in any reasonably near future,’’ and he utters 
a warning to supporters of the idea: ‘It will 
be tragic if they realise too late that they have 
been used as a smoke-screen for the reactionary 
war aims of the British and French ruling 
classes bait 

Professor Jennings brings his great legal know- 
ledge to the task of drawing up a Draft Consti- 
tution for a Federation of Western Eurepe. 
Erudition and optimism the writer undoubtedly 
has; and modesty—he hopes ‘‘ that large num- 
hers of people, in Federal Union’s local study 
groups and outside, in England and abroad, will 
rend his plan to tatters and piece together some- 
thing infinitely better.’’ Events in Europe look 
like facilitating the process. 


ANDREW STEWART 


especially as public opinion becomes less tolerant 
and demands sterner interpretations of the 
jwwers. Thus, for example, we find this view 
expressed in The Times on May 23, referring to 
the defence regulations generally :-— 

““They give power hha to require persons 
to reside within a specified area and not travel 
outside it without permission, No one would 
he sorry to see these powers exercised immedi- 
ately against those responsible for publications 
or activities which seek to traduce or to impede 
the high purposes of their country in waging 
this war, and many would prefer to see such 
persons confined to their own society in intern- 
ment camps. They have a right to their own 
opinions, if indeed these opinions are their own 
and not manufactured or procured by the 
nition’s enemies; but they have no right to 
inflict them on others at such a time.’’ 

While pacifists should not, on the one hand, 
take too alarmist a view of the Government’s 
intentions in this matter (if only becanse it is 
unfair to its declared poticy to do so), they 
mest. on the other hand, realise that freedom 
to express minority views must he responsibly. 
as well as intelligently, used. 


No Right to Object ? 
pie British form of dictatorship (really 
“ national sociatism '’) introduced last week 
seems to contain the possibility of having the 
effect though it does not do it in fact) of virtu- 
aly abolishing the right to possess a consci- 
entious objection to helping the prosecution of 
the war. 

Even the granting of unconditional exemption 
from military service by a tribunal under the 
National Service (Armed Forces) Act would not 
appear to be any guarantee, since the Govern. 
ment now has power to order anyone to under. 
take any work. What will happen to a C.O. 
who refuses to obey such an order? We can 
only wait and see. 

But it is worth neting that Judge Richard- 
son. chairman of the Newcastle tribunal. 
answered the question in characteristically ex 
travazant fashion last Thursday. He told one 
applicant: ‘‘ You know of the new Act. Even 
if you get absolute exemption here. the State 
has power to do with you whatever it thinks 
fit. They will probably shoot you if you refuse 
to do anything.” 

““T can assure you they will have to drag 
me.’ said the €.0. ‘' They can shoot me. I 
refuse to take any part in the war.” 

It is to he hoped that the position of C.0.3 
under the new Act will soon he clarified—for 
hetter or for worse. Tn hoping that some kind 
of really effective exemption will remain, 
pac‘fists are concerned not to shirk the hard- 
shins of war (as if that were possible), but to 
sec that the light of freedom is not. blacked-out 
completely "in a war fought to defend it. 


Churches and C.O.s 


"THE Christian pacifist argument that war is 

contrary to the will of God was rejected 
in a statement adopted by an overwhelming 
majority at the Genera} Assembly of the Ohurch 
of Scotland on Saturday. 

No doubt members of C.O.’s tribunals who 
make a practice of telling applicants that the 
Churches do not approve of pacifism will be 
heartened by this news. Perhaps they don’t 
know that in calmer times statements from 
Anglican and Methodist sources (to give only 
two instances) expressly admitted the Christian’s 
right to be a conscientious objector. 

The Archbishop of York, writing in -The 
Times on September 4, 1939, referred to news- 
paper reports that he had declared that ‘‘ should 
war come it will be the duty of a Christian to 
ficht.’’ and declared: ‘No such sentence 
occurred in my sermon. On the contrary, I ex- 
pressly said that I believe some Christians are 
direct'y called to be pacifists. I added that this 
is not a general obligation of Christians, but 
that to attempt to maintain goodwill even while 
using force to check evil is such a general obli- 
gation.’” 

The Archbishop of Canterbury also urged that 
the views of C.0.s should. be respected when 
he spoke om the Military Training Bilt in the 
House vi Lordeson May, 22,1639, 

As for Nonconformista, it is worth recalling 
the New Year Message issued by the president 
of the Methodist Conference, the Rev. Richard 
Pyke, last December, for the Methodist Church 
is the largest nonconformist hody. The presi- 
dent stressed the sharp difference of opinion be- 
tween Christians as to their duty to the nation 
in time of war, and conceded the right of those 
who are convinced that loyalty to Ohrist for- 
bids the use of arms to act according to their 
convictions. 


The Real War 


“ NTEWSPAPERS nowadays have too little 

=‘ room to tell us much about anything except 
news from the war fronts abroad-:and at home. 
They don’t find space to tell us about the con- 
stinctive activities of the League of Nations, 
still going on. Yet we ought to know about that 
work. It is important to-day and will be of im- 
mense importance to-morrow. Dull? No, this 
is not a dull subject, if only we have the imagin- 
ation to grasp the significance of what ie 
happening.” 

The whole of the ahove paragraph is quoted 
from a recent issue of the League of Nations 
Union News Sheet, It introduces an article on 
‘Collective Security Against Disease "’—a_ re- 
minder that the League did provide the 
machinery for the real war humanity must wage. 
the war against disease, poverty and ignorance. 


The article showed tliat the fight can be as 
exciting in its way as the exploits of thuse 
engaged in the present European strife. It tells 
how the League’s Health Organisawon * nas 
helped scores of countries to stamp out or curb 
such evils as malaria. tuberculosis, s'eeping sick- 
ness. cholera, smallpox, dysentery, and so on. It 
had grappled with more obscure epidemics which 
have broken oat in places as far apart as Greece 
or Rumania and Latin America, And a0, wher 
other problems of disease come along, the 
countries concerned naturally think first of all 
of the League.” 

Here is an example :— 

‘Within a fortnight after the outbreak ef the 
present war, Rumania sent an § O S to Geneve. 
She was speaking not only for herself but for ail 
the countries bordering upon the war zone. What 
she asked the League to do was to orvanise 
‘joint epidemic control action.’ 

“You may think that a clumsy phrase, but 
its meaning is clear enough. Picture to your- 
self the anxieties of Rumania and her neigh- 
bours. Every day brought thousands of Polish 
refugees flocking towards their frontiers. A cold 
snap of weather, they know, would probably set 
typhus raging among these homeless, destitute 
people. Malaria and dysentery might also break 
out—and spread to the near-by neutra’ countries, 
‘This is serious,’ said the Rumanians. ‘ Let 
us, with the League’s technical help. stop theee 
epidemics before they start.’ 

“The League lost no time. Off to Bucharest 
went the Tiirector of the Health Sectdon at, 
Geneva. There. with the responsible authorities, 
he diseussed what could he done. Similar con- 
su'tations followed in Budapest and other placee. 
All the Balkan countries, it was found. were in 
favour of concerted action through the League.” 

Tere is work that needs extending: when will 
men see that it is far more worthy of their 
time. treasure and energies than is mutual 
destruction? 


«Cultured Critic’’ 


FT WOULD record without comment the reply 
4% of the Ministry of Information (through the 
Parliamentary Secretary. Mr. Harold Nicolson, 
in Parliament on Tuesday) to the suggestion of 
Mr. H. G. Strauss (Norwich, Cons.) thar *‘ it 
Was very strange that John Middleton Murry, 
a pacifist and one of the leading members of the 
Peace Pledge Union. shou'd have been allowed 
to broadcast. 

Mr. Nicolson ‘t could not accept the principle 
that they should refuse to use a person who had 
heen completely opposed to war in the past. 
Mr. Middleton Murry was an extremely cultured 


critic with a sensitive mind and a great know- 
ledge."’ 


Guotations 


What We Fought for Then 


Tf 1 am asked what we are fighting for, I 
reply in two sentences. In the first place to 
fulfil a solemn international obiigation, an obti- 
gation which, if it had been entered into between 
private persons in the ordinary concerns of life, 
would have been regarded as an obligation not 
only of law but of honour, which no sedf-reapect- 
ing man could possibly have repudiated. T say. 
secondly, we are fighting to vindicate the 
principle—which in these daya when force, 
material force, sometimes seems to be the 
dominant influence and factor in the development 
of mankind—we are fighting to vindicate the 
principle that small nationalities are not to be 
crushed, in defiance of international good faith, 
by the arbitrary will of a strong and overmaster- 
ing Power. 

—Herbert Henry Asquith (Prime Minister), in 
the House of Commons, August 6, 1914. 


Approximate Result 


Mr. Macpherson (Under-Secretary for War) 
stated, in reply to Mr. R. Runciman (U., Cleve 
land), that the military casualties in the Expedi- 
tionary Forces in the different theatres of war 
were necessarily incomptete, and he was afraid 
that some time would elapse before the oxact 
figures could be given. But up to November 10, 
1918, the figures, including the Dominion and 
Indian troops, in the various theatres of opera- 
tion were as follows :— 

Totaligcasualticss Bee werr <-- ettor sn .eeees- 3,049,971 

Officers (killed, wounded and missing) 142,614 

Men (killed, wounded and missing) ... 2,907,357 
—Manchester Guardian, Nov. 20, 1918. 

“Tt is generally suppesed that the torat 
military and naval deaths amount to between 
ten and thirteen millions. One authority reckons 
as follows:—Known deaths, 10,004,771; pre- 
sumed deaths, 2.991.800; tota], 12,996,571.’ 

—C. R. M. F. Cruttwell, A History of the 
Great War, 1934. 


A complete list of pacifist pamphlets, &c., 
published by the Peace Pledge Union, may be 
obtained, price 4d., free, from Dick Shep- 
pard House, 6, Endsleigh Street, Iondon, W.C.1. 


Intelligent young people are reading 


YOUTHOPIA 


Free specimen on application to 
“<Youthopia ” 3, Colwyn Rd., Northampton 


PRINTING AND PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
Tel. : GLAGstone 1234 LONDON, N.W.2 
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PEACE NEWS 


Poster Case Defence Opens 
MAGISTRATE'S SERIOUS WARNING 


A PILAIN hint was given to the six leaders of the Peace Pledge Union who 
are accused of endeavouring to cause disaffection among “* persons in His 
Majesty's service,’ when Sir Robert Dummett, the Bow Street pas aie ig 
adjourning the hearing after it had been resumed on Thursday of last week, 
asked them to consider what undertaking they would be prepared to give as 
regards future propaganda, and warned them that otherwise ** it might be very 


serious for them.’”’ 


Mr. John Platts Mills. for the defence, sub- 
mitted that there was no case to answer. The 
essential word in the charge against them, he 
eaid, was ‘‘endeavoured,”’ and he quoted 
dictionary definitions to show that it meant that 
an action was ‘wilfully, advisedly, and 
maliciously '’ attempted. The prosecution must 
therefore prove in full an intention to seduce. 

The Magistrate (Sir Robert Dummett).—Can 
you tell me what this poster means if it 
does not mein that a man eligible to be a 
soldier should retuse to fight? 

Mr. Mills said the poster was addressed to no 
one in particular, but to every one in general. 
Except by the most inconceivably strained con- 
struction it did not mean ‘f Throw down your 
arms.’’ It invited a man to answer what he 
thought, which waa a long way short of inciting 

. disaffection or dereliction of duty. | , 

At] the defendants were men of integrity, 
whose loyalty to their country could not be chal- 
lenzed, “The poster had been exhibited for the 
past two years, and referred to war generally 
and not to this war in particular. Parliament 
had exempted certain people on the grounds of 
conecience from joining the fight, and provision 


LETTERS 


Alternative to War 


i our attempts to convert friends and 

acquaintances to the pacifist faith, it ts easy 
v obtain agreement that war in general is 
beastly and futile. but far more difficuet to per- 
suade them that there is an alternative lo war 
in this particukir case. 

We must admit that, at the worst, a!l 
attempts ut negotiation with Germany may fail 
to wchieve constructive ends. 

It seems one’s opponent cannot accept as a 
justifiable risk of peace now, the chance that 
Nazism: will ever change to something more 
moderate. ~~ There is something about the Ger- 
mans, ..."" 

One must hear in mind that our ‘ militarist " 
feiend, while believing in force, paradoxically 
deplores it. and he will force us down to the 
stage of admitting that. if this country turned 
pacifist. it may possibly come to pass that we 


co 


might be subject to the imposition of a regener. | 


ate plilosophy. 

Well, suppese this did happen. Would he 
then personally accept it as the best philosophy 
even though he submitted to authority and kept 
his theughts to himself? Tow many people 
would be in the same mind? Would this re- 
generate philosophy remain as the centre of life 
for generations? No! History does not work 
like that. There would be such a swell of sup- 
pressed desire for better, cleaner thoughts, that 
a movement, perhaps in the form of a religious 
revival, would sweep the earth from end to 
end, 

And all that supposing a conference failed ; 
supposing, after the removal of external pressure 
on Germany, the worst elements of Nazism per- 
sisted ; supposing efficiency at the expense of 
sentiment and human values (which is what 
Nazism is) were still necessary with a break- 
down of frontiers; supposing the very worst con- 
ceivable result of ending the war. 

As for the Germans being all brutes, if that 
were so, why is there any need for propaganda 
in Germany at all? Why accuse us of shelling 
open towns if the sholling of civilians is not 
deplored by ordinary Germans? 

H. W. HEASON. 


Pacifist Activity 
The Peace Pledge Union should he used for 
furthering the general policy laid out in the 


affirmations and Bond cf -Perce-tentictr:-Group- 


meetiigs should be devoted to fellowship and 
education in our own principles, and the 
problems arising out of the present conflict. We 
should aid more definitely and completely those 
pacifists who are suffering through war condi- 
tions, This last activity alone can provide 
Groups with a real, practical, and useful pur- 
pose, 

By moving along these lines our organisation 
will preserve its existence and strength to be 
used in the future when the thought and action 
of pacifism may conceivably result in the things 


we desire. 
LLOYD H. THOMAS. 
bm Halkyn,’’ Sandhurst Crescent, Leigh-on-Sea, 
SSOX, 


Community Experiment 

Tue pacifist forestry unif at Westdean, near 
Seaford, has decided to launch an experiment in 
community living, and we wonld be. grateful if 
wwe could make an appeal through your columns 
for articles of furniture such as tables, chairs, 
lino or carpets and kitchen utensils. 

Once the achemo is launched it should proceed 
smoothly and efficiently ; it is the initiation that 


“provided all the difficulties. 


PETER BURBIDGE. 
1528, Chyngton Cottages, Seaford, Sussex. 


had even been made for men who had joined 
the armed forces, in certain circumstances, to 
establish a conscientious objection to fighting. 
‘That is a complete answer to the suggestion 
that it is provoking them to commit some illegal 
act,’ he added ‘‘is it not open to an organisa- 
tion to educate the conscience of the people?” 
‘My answer to that is, flatly, no,’ replied 
the magistrate, who later said: ‘“‘I do not 
think you have said one thing which is liable 
to change my view; with regard to this poster. 
that it comes well within these regulations." 


Dr. Wood in the Box 


In the witness box, Dr. Wood, after declaring 
that he thought the poster ‘‘ inappropriate at 
the present moment,’’ said: ‘‘ That poster was 
part of a pettactly general public witness to the 
convictions which the pacifist movement holds. 
It was intended to be a challenge to everybody. 
It was not primarily or specifically directed to 
the Army. But I think, now there are so many 
people in the Army, that the conclusion, the 
inference that it is directed to the Army is 
eed legitimate than when the poster was put 
out. 

Asked if he regarded that as a proper inference 
to-day, Dr. Wood said he did not. 


Question About Undertaking 


Sir Robert Dummett.—Are you in a position 
to give me an undertaking that this poster will 
be destroyed and never exhibited during the 
present war? 

Dr. Wood said he was uot in that position, 
though he would place such a request before 
the National Council of the PPU. Later, he 
said that he personally would not favour the 
continued dei ying of the poater. 

The Attorney General (Sir Donald Somervell, 
K.C.) put it to Dr. Wood that he was not say- 
ing, through the poster, that wars would cease 
wherf men Not in armies refused to ficht, but he 
replied that war would cease when men not in 
armies refused to fight because the time would 
come when they would be eligible. 

Sir Robert Dammett.—Although you cannot 
pledge yourseii-that this posterand any similar 
fosters w'll he destroyed during the war, vou 
will do your best to see that that is done? 

Dr. Wood.—-That is going rather far. 

Sir Robert Dummett.—I intend it to. 


—The Accused—— 
Dr. Aicx Wood (Chairman), 
Stuart Morris (Genezal Secretary). 
Maurice L. Rowntree (Hon, Treasurer). 
Jchn Barclay (Group Organiser), 
Rovald H, Smith (of Forest Hill). 
Sidney Todd (of Bodicote, near Ban- 

bury). 
The Charges 


The charge against the first four was 
that “with inteut to procure the contra- 
veution of Regulation 394A (1) (a) of the 
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939," 
they hag under their control ‘‘ documents 
of such a nature that the dissemination 
of copies therof among persons in His 
Majesty’y service would constitute such 
a contravention contrary to Regulation 
394 (1) (b! of the Defence (General) Regu- 
lations, 4939." 

A further charge against them and also 
against Ronald H. Smith and Sidney 
Todd read: (that they) ‘¢ did endeavour 
to Cause ymong persona in His Majesty’s 
sorvice disaffection likely to lead to 
breaches of their duty, contrary to Regu- 
lation 3A (1) (a) of the Defence 
(General, Regulations, 1939." It was 
understoxl that this charge arose out of 
the displaying of a PPU poster, while the 
other referred to its being ‘‘ under their 
contror,”” - —— 

The poster read : ‘‘ War will cease when 
men refuse to fight.. What are you going 
to do about it?” a a= 


The Law Says... 


The part of the Defence Regulations 
referred to reads: 

“No person shall (a) endeavour to 
seduce from their duly persons in His 
Majesty’s service or engaged under any 
public authority in the performance of 
functions in connexion with the defence 
of the realm or the securing of the 
public safety, or to cause among such 
petoons disaffection likely to lead to 
breaches of their duty, or (b) with intent 
to contravene, or to aid, abet, counsel or 
procure a contraveation of, sub-paragraph 
(a) of this paragraph, have in his posses- 
£10n Or under his control any document of 
such a nature that the dissemination of 
copics thereof among such persons as afore- 
said would constitute such a contraven- 
tion.” 

The maximum penalty for an offence 
against this regulation is a fine of £100 
and imprisonment fur three months (or, if 
the case vero to go before a jury, £500 
and two years). 


— 


Dr. Wood.—I want to make it perfectly clear 
that if we were to refuse to issue any pamphlets 
which might get into the hands of soldiers, hold 
any meetings which soldiers might attend, or 
put up any posters which a ers might see, 
we should put ourselves in the ,vsition of being 
completely closed dowu. What I am prepared 
to do is to give an undertaking that, as far as 
this particular poster is concerned, I would press 
for its withdrawal; but I could not give a 
general undertaking that no activity should take 
place. I think Sir John Anderson is anxious 
that some responsible expression of opinion 
should be allowed. 

The magistrate indicated that he proposed to 
put a similar question to any of the defendants 
who might be called. 


Maurice Rowntree’s Evidence 


When Maurice Rowntree, in the witnesa box, 
said he had been educated at Heidelberg 
University, the magistrate asked if he had advo- 
cated pacifism in Germany, and he replied that 
he had very definitely done so when he had 
been to Germany on a number of occasions. 

Asked to whom the poster was addressed, he 
said he agreed wita Dr. Wood on that point. 
Sir Robert Dummett then asked, ‘‘ Do you think 
it is your duty to advocate these views?’”’ Mr. 
Rowntree replied: ‘‘ Yes. I believe it is my 
duty to endeavour to show that there is another 
way of dealing with even the most terrible 
situation.”’ 

He submitted that that poster was simply one 
of a sarge number of posters and other educa- 
tional literature, and one could not very well 
isolate one poster and take its effects alone. 
He suggested that they should be judged by all 
their work. He thought that poster was a 
clumsy one, but they did not stand for the right 
to put that general point of view. 

Questioned by the Attorney General, Mr. 
Rowntree said he felt that the poster was a 


(Continued on back page) 


FEAR 


By John 


(P.P.U. Groups Organiser) 


PEAR is being created and with it suspicion 

and intolerance. The misrepresentation 
which has become an almost accepted policy of 
the British Press to-day, has now reached such 
limits that it is almost impossible to find a 
newspaper that will accept a letter or statement 
from a Pacifist. In such circumstances we have 
to exercise a spirit which by its tolerance will 
understand and defeat the opposition. In normal 
times this would be comparatively easy, but 
with a public opinion that is constantly under- 
mined by deliberate propaganda it becomes 
increasingly difficult to believe in human decency 
and human values. 


Friends who have for years shared common 
experiences are suddenly turned into bitter 
enemies, and repeat the most stupid and slander- 
ous lies. For instance, since my name has 
appeared in the papers in connectien with a 
certain poster I have been denounced by some 
who know me well as ‘‘ A German spy,” by 
others as ‘“‘ A German officer who fought in the 
last war,’’ and my wife has received sympathetic 
condolences in the belief that she did not find 
this out till after she bad married me! 


If it was not so tragic it would be farcical. 
Fear is sweeping decent sane people off their 
feet. We must remain calm a fearless. The 
suffering that is coming to us must be borne in 
patience, and we must endure the loss of friends 
and freedom without bitterness. The war has 
already successfully destroyed a great many of 
our liberties—liberties for which we are supposed 
to be fighting. 

The totalitarianism which we abhor is gaining 
ground, and the concentration camps against 
which we rave are being set up in this country. 
Most of this has so far heen made possible by 
the feur of invasion and not by invasion itself, 
How much more deadly and insidious will 
kecome the oppression we cannot tell. Against 
it we can only place our Pacifism and believe 
that the faith we hold so dearly cannot be lost 
unless we destroy it ourselves. 


Barclay 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d. per word, minimum as. 64. 
lox Number 6d. extra. 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


SITUATIONS 
Vacant 


MOTOR DRIVERS wanted for Potato Lorries. 
Weat of England.—Box 448, Peace News, 3 Black- 
atock Road, N.4. 


MOTOR MECHANIC required, Bristol district, full 
pee Box 447, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
oad, N.4. 


Wanted 


AGRICULTURE or similar work required. 
Pacifist (35), single, educated, healthy; inexperienced 
but adaptablo; able drive. Small allowance and 
keep; preferably West Midlands—Box 450, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


CHARTERED SECRETARY, exporienced account- 
mat, age 32, married with 2 young children, urgently 
needs change (prosent employers starting munitiors!, 
Seventeen yeats in present situation. Expert prac- 
tical knowledge book-keeping and accounts, secretarial 
Practice, costing, correspondence, office management. 
—Box 445, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


C.O0. BAKER, Pastrycook, married (26), seoks 
position. Home Countiea preferred.—Wiseman, 17 
King Edward Avenue, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. 


C.O. (193), sacked because pacifist. Was Junior 
Draughtsman, but any type of work considered. 
Iondon area.—Box 451, Peace Netos, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


C.O. (23) requires. work of any kind. Clerical 
experience. London preferred—Box 449, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


C.O. (24), awaiting tribunal, urgently requires 
work. Agriculture, horticulture, or farm work of 
any description. Inexperienced, but willing to learn. 
Reliable worker. Go anywhere.—Box 444, Peace 
Nows, 3 Blackstogk Road, London, N.4. 


C.Q. (27), family man, seeks work until tribunal. 
10 years advertising, editorial layout, art-work. 
Can draw, drive, type, etc—Hibbs, Dry Cottage, 
Cookham Dean, Berks. 


ESTIMATING AND COSTING CLERK (33) 
requires post unconnected with war work. Has been 
with present firm 64 years, but wishes to leave owing 
to war work. Clerical work of any description con- 
siiered—"ay 454, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 


PACIFIST. C.O. (24), married, seeks constructive 
employment. 7 years’ experience ag salesman. Any- 
thing considered.—Box 452, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


PACIFIST, Engineering graduate, 17 years’ 
experience, seeks useful outlet for abillties in 
forestry or agriculture—Box 453, Peace Netos, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PACIFIST (23), complete exemption, experienced 
reporting and junior sub-editing, secks post in More- 
cambe district. Anything elsa considered. Driver.— 
Box 457, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

PACIFIST (27), married, assistant chemist, all 
exams. except Finals for B.Sc., eight years’ experi- 
ence foodstuffs and general chemistry, urgently seeks 
post. Moderate salary, London pre erred, anywhere 
cone ee 44%, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 

oad, N.4. 


YOUNG VEGETARIAN prospective C.0., clergy- 
man’s son, would Hike situation on fruit farm or 
similar occupation. Good worker—Box 45, Peace 
Ners, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


COMFORTABLE Modern Apartments, residential 
suburb near town; B. & B., 4s. 6d.—Glesve, 10, May- 
croft Avenue, Carteton. Blackpool. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. ‘cod =Reform. Vege 
tarian Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holidays 
or restful recuperation. Central heating, bh. and 6. 
water in bedrooms.—A. and K. 8. Ludlow, The Briara, 
Crich, Matlock. Station: Ambergate (L.M.S.). Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. 

HASTINGS. Mary and Kenneth Wray, “ Tinkers 
Dell,” Battle, welcome Paying Guests. Beautifal 
country; easy "bus distance of sea. 24 gns. double, 
3 gns. single. Vegetarian or meat. 

LONDON : FOWLER, “ Newlyn House,” 9 Argyle 
Street. W.C.1. B. and B., 63.; double, 8. 6d. 
Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 3572. ~ 

LOVELY LUSTLEIGH. Come and leave your 
children at Mapstone Home School and Guest House. 
Two houses, high, healthy—over 500ft. above sea-level. 
Farm produce, home baking. Family terma, 
moderate.—Mapstone, Lustleigh, Devon, . 

WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House and 
Community Crafts Centre. Vegetarian diet.—Barn 
House, Brockweir, Mon. 


MES CELLANEGUS 


BECOME a non-smoker! Save £10-£20 per annum. 
Improve—and preserve—your health. Unique, drug: 
Icas, infallible method.—Wainley Course, 87 Taggart 
Avenue, Liverpool, 16. 

CHRISTIAN PACIFIST POLITICAL MOVE 
MENT. Send for a copy of important pamphlet, 
“Peaco NOW!” by Rev. H. Ingli James; lid. post 
free, from 23 Clara Strect, Stoke, Coventry. 

CYCLES: Britain’s best at £5 93. and £5 18s., 
carriage paid; every necessary accessory, even to 
cyclometer. Made by over 40 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and duplicating.— 
Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, London, 
S.E.24. Brixton 2863. j 

HEADLINE NEWSLETTER: The Truth about | 
This War, written weckly by one of Britain's beat- 
known publicists. 52 Letters, 108.; 26 letters, 58. 6d.; 
specimen copy, 3d.—Secretary, Headline, 13 John 
Street, W.C.1. 

HIGHGATE, Iondon. Furnished top-fioor flat. 
Quiet neighbourhood. 2 rooms, kitchen and box- 
room, uso of bathroom. Accom. two or three. 
Pacifists preferred. 188. 6d. p.w.—Apply Box 456, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 

HOSPITALITY needed for Gorman refugee girl, 
age 14, now attending secondary school in 8. 
Rirmingbam (school fees found). Please write Mise 
Shanks, 8 Hayfield Road, Birmingham, 13. 

IN A DEVON VALLEY. Wanted a lady (Pacifist) 
to share expenses and work of a small bungalow.— 
Kearney, 6 Station Road, Newton Abbot, Devon. 

MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whiticom), health practitioner, osteopath bonesetter, 
teeats all conditions of {ll-health by natural methods. 
Consultations by appointment. 1 Ashley Place, 
§8.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 Norton Way, North 
Letchworth (Letchworth 885), 

PACIFIST PRINTER. Handbills, leafleta, pro- 
grammes and general printing.—W. J. Brigdon, 239 
Sellincourt Road, London, 8.W.17. 

PRINTING of any description. Cheapest house 
in country for leaflets, etc. Specdy delivery.—Gait. 
and Son, Shipley, Yorks. Entirely PPU. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respect- 
ing the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society 
of Friends, free on application to the Friends’ Home 
Service Committee, Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 

SPIRITUAL HEALING. To those who are suffer- 
ing mentally or physically—don't give up hepe. 
Try spiritual treatment. Testimonials—Box 427, 

Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. N.4 

TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The books for 
which Action and New Leader refused advertise 
ments, Truth says “so dangerous that the author 
ties should lose no time in suppressing it. 28, 6 
ye aia People’s Party, 13 John Street, Londoi, 


FACTS AND 
FIGURES 


What the Last 
War Cost 


ACCORDING to the best statistics obtainable, 
the World War cost 30,000,000 lives and 
£80,000,000,000 in property. 


Tn order to give some idea of what this means, 
just let me illustrate it in the following: With 
that amount we could have built a £500 house 
and furnished this house with £200 worth of 
furniture, and placed it on 5 acres of Jand worth 
£20 an acre and given all this to each and every 
family in the United States of America, Canada, 
Australia, England, Wales, Ireland, Scotland, 
France, Belgium, Germany and Russia. 


After doing this there would be enough money 
left to give each city of 200,000 inhabitants and 
over in all the countries named a £1,000,000 
library, a £1,000,000 hospital, and a £2,000,000 
university. And then out of the balance we 
could still have sufficient money to set aside a 
sum at 5 per cent. interest which would pay 
for all time to come a £500 yearly salary for 
each of an army of 125,000 teachers and, in 
addition to this, to pay the same salary to each 
of an army of 135,000 nurses. And, after having 
done all this, we could still have enough left out 
of our £80,000,000,000 to buy up all of France 


and Belgium and everything of value that 
France and Belgium possess; that is, every 
French and Belgian farm, home, factory, 


church, railroad, street car—in fact, everything 
of value in those two countries in 1914. 


—From A Jeading American Socialist's 
View of the Peace Problem, by Victor L, 
Berger (In Carnegie endowment for international 
Peace Yearbook, 1934). 


* * + * 


The cost (of war) to the world approximated 
£50,000,000,000. ... If we placed this staggering 
sum into peace-time circulation, we would now 
have millions of unemployed, plus the direct 
loss of 50,000 men, and approximately 250,000 
casualties. 


Well could we rid ourselves, with this vast 
sum, of the slums of our great cities, the misery 
and poverty that go with them. Well could we 
multiply our opportunities of education and 
culture, through better and larger institutions of 
learning. Well could we afford, uot one, but 
several airports in every large city. Well could 
we rid ourselves of the inadequate highways, 
narrow streets, and the constant congestion in 
every city, large or small. Well could we 
multiply our airways expediting the transporta- 
tion of mail, people, and merchandise to and 
from every hamlet in this country. 


Well may we remember the forgotten statistics 
of the World War. Seventy-four million men 
mobilised, 10,000,000 killed, 3,000,000 maimed, 
19,100,000 wounded, 10,000,000 disabled or 
incapacitated for the balance of their lives, 
9,000,000 orphans and 5,000,000 widows. 


—From The Cost of War, by Captain Eddie 
Het ae (In Congressional Record, October 


(Continued from page 1.) 


We appreciate the help these whole- 
salers have given us during the past 
four years. But now that they have had 
to take this decision, it’s up to you, 
reader, to help us if you have been 


buying the paper through a newsagent. 

If he cannot supply you, complete the form 

on the back page and send it to us immediately. 

Finally, please forgive any delay there may 

be, due to the radical reorganisation involved. 

We shall do our best to overcome the difficulties ; 
please help us! 


Copies of ‘*‘ Peace News’ ordered last week: 
29,480, 


Last week’s donations to ‘‘ Peace News” Fund: 
£18 17s, 10d. 


Total of ‘‘ Peace News’? Fund to date: 
£638 19s. 53d. 


(The Peace News Fund was launched to release 
for some other branch of the Peace Pledge Union's 
activity the subsidy paid to Peace News. Though 
the paper is now self-supporting, the debt for the 
subsidy paid over several months remains, and we 
woul therefore welcome donationa of any size to 
enablo us to pay it off as soon as possible. Indi- 
vidual acknowledgments will be sent. - Cheques 
should be made payahle ta Peace News W.td., and 
not to the Peace Pledge Union, and should be 
tent to 3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4.) 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace Newa 
itsclf ia necessarily committed to views expressed in 
the articles we publish. (Still less doea the accept- 
anco of advertisements imply endorsement of any 
views expressed or implicit therein or PPU con- 
gection with the matter advertised.) Contributions 
are welcomed, though no payment is made. They 
should he typewritten, if possible, and one sida only 
of the papor should be used. They may not he 
returned unless a stamped addressed envelope is 
enclosed, nor can we undertake to acknowledge al! 
eorrespondence owing to increased cost of postage. 


PEACE NEWS 


Three More C.O.s 
Arrested 


MHREE more conscientious objectors 

whose applications were dismissed 
by the local and appellate tribunals 
have been arrested. One has been 


court-martialled. They are:— 

John N. Brown, of Newcastle, arrested on 
Thureday of last week, refused to undergo 
medical examination, but after a night in the 
cells accepted mili service. 

John Mitchell, of Oldham, who was arrested 
on April 28 and handed over to military escort 
by a magistrate. For refusing to obey orders in 
the Army he was court-martialled on May 15 
and sentenced to 93 days’ detention in Glasgow 
detention barracks. This sentence makes it im- 
possible for Mr. Mitchell to take advantage of 
Section 13 of the National Service (Armed 
Forces) [Act whereby a CO serving a sentence 
of three months, or more, imprisonment imposed 
on him bv court-martial may apply once more 
to the Appellate Tribunal. The purpose of this 
clause was to avoid the ‘‘ cat-and-mouse ”’ treat 
ment that COs endured in the last war. The 
case is being brought to the immediate notice 
of the War Office. 

Robert Walker, of Southampton, who was 
arrested on May 12 and handed over to military 
escort. For the last week he has been detained 
at Skegness Marine Depot. Walker asked leave 
to appear before a magistrate when he was 
arrested, but was told that this was no longer 
the correct procedure. 

In this connection we recall that when similar 
action was taken by the police in the case of a 
CO arrested last March, protest was made to 
the Home Secretary who acknowledged this error 
in procedure and expressed the regret of the 
police officers concerned. The matter was also 


raised with the War Office, and the then Secre- 
tary of State reported on April 20 that the 


An Important Decision 


The Ministry of Labour has now made further 
enquiries, and has decided that in spite of his 
application being made late, Raymond V. 
Cornelius must be considered eligible to apply 
under Section 13 of the National Service 
(Armed Yorces) Act. The case will therefore 
be heard by the Appellate Tribunal and not by 
the Advisory Tribunal. 

Although these tribunals are one and the 
same, the contention that Cornelius is eligible 
to apply under Section 13 is established by this 
decision, and this is of great importance. 

Cornelius applied too late to register as a C.O. 
He was taken into the Army. After disobeying 
an order he was court-martialled on February 
19 and was sentenced to six months in a civil 
prison. 


Proportion Still Falls 


WHEN men of the 1912 class registered for 
military service on Saturday there was a 

further decline in the percentage of conscientious 
objectors. 

They numbered 3,439 out of a total of 326,259 
—or 1.05 per cent, 

Approximately 39,000 men have now registered 
as C.0.s since conscription was introduced, 

Here is an analysis of Saturday’s figures :— 

England..—2,849 C.0.8 out of 276,632 men who 
registered. 

Scotland,—351 out of 32,896. 

Wales,—239 out of 16,731. 


Basque House 


Last week we drew attention to the responsi- 
bility of Peace Pledge Union members for the 
cost of repairing Basque House, Langham, after 
it had been used by the Spanish refugees who 
were under the care of the PPU. By Tuesday 
£40 had been received out of the £232 needed hy 
Juno 14 to claim an offer of £50 to make up the 
actual cost of £282, and also another offer of £50 
on the sane terms. Thus, the immediate need 
now is for gifts amounting to £142. 

Will those who have not yet sent their con- 
tribution please send it as soon as possible to 
Tick Sheppard Honse, 6, Endsleigh Street. Lor- 
don, W.C.1, clearly marked ‘‘ Basque House 
Dilapidations.”’ 


Change of Address of Advisory Bureau 


BOLTON: Mr. J. Grime, 20, Westminster 
Road, Bolton. 


Devon Camp’ Cancelled | 
The Devon Peace Camp which was announced 
for July 11 to 24 has now been cancelled. 


TO RETAIL NEWSAGENTS: We shall be 
glad to fulfil direct orders of one dozen or up- 
wards at trade terms. 

TO GROUP LEADERS: A circular giving full 
details will be sent within the next few days. 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 
3 Blackstock Road, London N.4 by ‘Peace News’ 
Lid. Registered Office, 6 Endsleigh Street, London 
W.C1. and printed for them by C.A. Brock & Co, 
Ltd. 463 Harrow Road, london, W.10. 


Home Office were issuing instructions to the Civil 
Police that such men, when apprehended by the 
police, must be brought before a civil court 
before being handed over to the military authori- 
ties. An Army Council Instruction to the same 
effect was understood to have been issued. In- 
quiries are on foot as to the nature of the in- 
structions on which the Southampton police 
acted. 

The advisory tribunal mentioned above has 
been set up to advise the Secretary of State for 
War in cases where soldiers have been court- 
martialled for offences committed on conscien- 
tious grounds. 

The personnel of this tribunal is the same as 
that of the Appellate Tribunal set up under the 
National Service (Armed Forces) Act, 1939, and 
it will follow a similar procedure. The tribunal 
may, if it thinks fit, recommend the discharge of 
the man concerned or his transfer to non-com- 
batant duties in the armed forces. 


Australia Has 
91 Objectors 


Many Refuse to Register 


NIINETY-ONE conscientious objec- 
‘tors have applied for the limited 
exemption granted in the Australian 
Defence Act, according to figures sup- 
plied to the Australian Peace Pledge 
Union by the Department of the Army. 


Many of these objectors will not accept the 
present restricted exemption and have only ap- 
plied in the hope that the law will be amended. 

Though it is not yet known how many citizens 
liable for training have refused to register, it is 
expected that there will be a relatively large 
number, including many conscientious objectors 
to compulsory training. 

Australian conscientious objectors, if the 
genuineness of their convictions is established, 
can obtain exemption from combatant military 
work but must perform non-combatant duties 
under military control. Although the penalty 
for refusing such duties is imprisonment for not 
more than six months, most objectors feel that 
acceptance of the present exemption would set 
others free for combatant work. 


(From June 30, 1911, to June 30, 1914, when 
compulsory training was in force, 27,479 prose- 
cutions were necessary to obtain 123,497 com- 
pulsory trainees ; 5,732 lads who refused training 
were imprisoned in military fortresses. } 


N.Z. Peace Federation 


Nearly a hundred delegates, visitors, and 
observers from organisations all over New 
Zealand met in Wellington recently in « National 
Conference convened by the Wellington Peace 
and <Anti-Conscription Council. The conference 
was held despite the ban placed upon it by the 
executive of the Labour Party and formed itself 
into a ‘‘ National Peace and Anti-Censcription 
Federation,’ with headquarters in Wellington. 

Yhe Government of New Zealand was urged 
to take the initiative in calling an immediate 
peace conference at which the workers in 
addition to the governments of all nations, belli- 
gerent and neutral. would be fully represented ; 
and that failing this being accomplished, that 
the New Zealand Government take immediate 
steps to withdraw the country from the war. 


The conference adopted the following as the 
recommended programme for all local peace 
couucils: (1) Immediate cessation of hostilities ; 
(2) Opposition to conscription; (3) Maintenance 
of all civil rights, including the repeal of all 
anti-democratic emergency. laws; (4) Preserva- 
tion of the living standards and the welfare of 
the people. 


, May 31, 1940 


What Does 


Stand For ? 


full summary of the position and 
activities of the Peace Pledge 
Union appears in this paper from 
time to time. As space prevents its 
publication every week, we hope new 
readers will either send for a copy 
the last issue which contained 
(May 17), or make sure of seeing i 
next time by placing a regular order 
for the paper. 


For further particulars write "P.P.U. Head- 
quarters, Dick Sheppard House, 6, Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.!, to which also should be sent 
signatures to the pledge which is the basis of 
membership : 


“{f renounce war and I will never support or 
sanction another.” 


POSTER CASE 


(Continued from page 3) 


challenge to men to think. ‘‘ What am I going 
to do about it?'’ Each man should make up 
his own mind. 

The Attorney General.—Now that Germany is 
making war on this country, do you think that 
all Englishmen should refuse to fight? 

Mr. Rowntree.—I certainly do not think 
Englishmen should refuse to fight unless they 
conscientiously wish to. 

Are you glad the Army is still going to fight, 
or would you rather every man laid down his 
arms and allowed to happen what would happen? 
—I cannot give a yes or nO answer, because 
I do not believe that if men simply laid down 
their arms out of, say, cowardice we should 
get what we (our body) are seeking for. We 
would say that the only condition under which 
people should lay down their arms is the con- 
viction that there is a better way of dealing 
with injustice than the violent method. 

Having the ideals of liberty you have, if every- 
one in this country laid down their arms to-day, 
those ideals would not have much chance?—If 
everyone laid down their arms, that would pre- 
suppose a change of mind that would have far- 
reaching results. Therefore I believe that if, 
by conviction and not by cowardice, we were 
determined to use another method, we should 
get hell for a time, but I believe that in the 
end liberty and justice would be promoted by 
that method, 

Mr. Rowntree went on to explain that there 
was a feeling in the PPU that they should con- 
centrate rather more on the foundations of a 
new world, even while the war is being prose- 
cuted. , 

The hearing was adjourned until 10.30 a.m. 
on June 6. 


“Every Christian knows ‘that loyalty te 
Christ takes priority over every other.’ Christ 
said, ‘ Love your enemies . . . do good to them 
that hate you... .’. Do you?’ 

The above is the wording of a new postcr pub- 
lished by the Northern Friends’ Peace Board, 
Friceds’ Meeting Honse, Woodhoure Lane, 
Leeds. 2, and the Friends’ Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


(Enclose in unsealed envelcpe, 1d. stamp.) 


“PEACE 


NEWS” 


3, Blackstock Road, London, NA 


I have placed an order with my group. 


Please arrange for ‘'P.N.” to be delivered through the local PPU group. 


So far as I know there is no local group; if you are unable to make arrangements 
for delivery I am prepared to subscribe at the current rates (3s. 3d. a quarter’ 


12s. 6d. a year), 
D. 


Name (BILOCK letters)..........c:cccceeeceeseeees 


I can still obtain ‘‘ P.N.” from my newsagent. 
(Strike out all except one of the above) 


